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The Olympic gold medalist left skating to start a
family with her hockey player husband. Now she’s
taking on Dancing with the Stars

risti Yamaguchi’s house in Raleigh, N.C.,, could also pass as the

world’s greatest toy store. In place of a dining table, there’s

a pink princess-castle playhouse. A miniature kitchen and
“ea party set—also pink—have taken over what used to be an office.
The family room upstairs is home to a giant inflatable bounecy castle
“or Yamaguchi’s daughters Keara, 4, and Emma, 2. And the former
igure skater, 36, couldn’t be happier about her stay-at-home-mom
=xistence these days. “I lived such a high-stress, competitive life
zarly on,” she says. “It feels good to chill out alittle more.”

Now the Olympic gold medalist is turning up the heat as a front-
-unner on Dancing with the Stars. “I'm a perfectionist. If we didn’t
Zo well, I would have been really upset,” Yamaguchi says. Luckily

he’s got nothing to fret about. Yamaguchi —who hesitated over the

*notagraphs by ERIN PATRICE O’BRIEN
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