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JAROME IGINLA HAS EMERGED AS ONE OF THE PRE-
mier players in the National Hockey League. The 30-year-old
Edmonton, Ontario, native rose to stardom in the hockey
world after helping the Canadian Olympic team garner a gold
medal during the 2002 Winter Olympics. The 6-foot-1 right
wing player for the Calgary Flames was the first black NHL
player to win a scoring title when he delivered a career-high
96 points and 52 goals during the 2001-2002 season. Iginla, who
also led his team to the 2004 Stanley Cup final, is just the
second black player to be named captain of an NHL team.
Now in his 11th season, Iginla, whose father emigrated from
Nigeria to Canada, also helps with the leagues diversity efforts
by donating $1,000 for each goal he scores to the Calgary chap-
ter of KidSport, a charity that provides sporting equipment for
underprivileged youths. Iginla spoke to BLACK ENTERPRISE about.
the NHL efforts to spread the game to inner cities.

Do blacks express surprise after finding
out that there are black hockey players?
Not so much playing here in Canada, but in the United States, yeah, a little bit.
Hockey is on TV and in the headlines a lot more here, but in certain markets in
the States there are times when people are surprised

The all-star game was in Atlanta this year.

When | think hockey, | don’t think Atlanta.

It's a newer market, and they have a pretty exciting team there. And part of the
all-star game is to help grow the game and showicase the talent in the NHL. | think
hockey has been growing there for awhile. It's cool to go into newer markets and
see what kind of buzz is going on and see hockey growing.

You're part of an organization that helps inner-city
kids get sporting gear. What got you involved? if [kids] get a chance to play-espedially when they're younger-[they] love it. it's
Kidsport Calgary provides financial assistance to families that might need it for alot of fun to play, and once they play alittle bit they get hooked. It's some-
kids to be involved in any sport—be it soccer or tennis or hockey, They B ot o thing that the NHL s trying to work on and it's something we have
canapply for help so kids can get involved, and it's a way for me //' T = to improve—the accessibility of the sport.

to give back. Sports have beena big part of mylife, notonly
making it in the NHL and making a wonderful living, but
friends and memories of road trips as a kid. It means a v
lotto me. :
Hockey hasn’t really caught on among |
minorities. What else has to be done to

ensure that there are more blacks partici- |
pating in the sport in the future? \
Hockey isn't as accessible as other sports. | have a
hackey school here, and it's one of those sports that \\

s

. That goes along with the NHL's plan to reach a
broader marketplace in the U.S. Hockey is tra-
ditionally not among the favorite sports of
\  African Americans. How important is it for
| the NHL to have a more diverse fan base?
| | 1t would be a very good thing to see a more
/ diverse fan base. Hockey is very well represented
/' worldwide with different nationalities, but to get
g the mare diverse fan base, it takes years of getting

// kids involved younger. —Alan Hughes
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